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A placard is currently displayed on the front of the house identifying it as the 
“Freedom House”.  This placard displayed at the Freedom House is in conflict 
with the city’s sign ordinance.  The R-4 zoning district permits signs for non-

residential uses and signs for identifying public, charitable and religious 
institutions.  The sign displayed at the Freedom House does not denote a 
surname of the residence but contains portions of the name of the non-profit 
operating the home.  The applicant has requested the Freedom House be 
given reasonable accommodations for their use within the neighborhood and 
the use be treated as a single-family residence.  In keeping with the applicants 
request the planning department is recommending the sign be removed in 
order to maintain the character of the residential neighborhood treating the 
Freedom House as any other single-family residence.  The planning board and 
city council should also be aware that most other group homes permitted 
within the city in the last few years have not requested nor have placed any 
outside signs indicating the use of the home as a group home or other facility.   

 
  Figure 3:  Existing sign on the Freedom House 
 

 
 
3. Availability of Public Services/Facilities: 
 

a. Schools:  This site is within the boundaries of School District #5.  No impact 
is anticipated with the proposed use. 

 

b. Parks and Recreation:  There should be no significant impact on the parks 
and recreation programs and facilities as a result of this use.   

 
c. Police:  Police protection will be provided by the Kalispell Police Department. 

No unusual impacts or needs are anticipated from the proposed use. 
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d. Fire Protection:  Fire protection will be provided by the Kalispell Fire 
Department.  No unusual impacts or needs are anticipated from the proposed 
use. 

 

e. Water:  City water currently serves the existing duplex.  No significant impact 
on water services can be anticipated as a result of this use. 

 
f. Sewer:  Sewer service is currently provided by the City of Kalispell.  No 

significant impacts on City sewer services can be anticipated as a result of the 
proposed use. 

 
g. Storm Water Drainage:  Storm water runoff from the street and driveways is 

directed south of the site to existing storm water drains.   
 
h. Solid Waste:  Solid waste pick-up is provided by the City.  This project will 

have no impact on current services.   

 
i. Roads:  3rd Avenue West serves as the access road to the home.  The street is 

in good condition. 
 
4. Neighborhood impacts:  The group home will be located in a well-established urban 

residential neighborhood.  Impacts to the neighborhood should be relatively 
insignificant as the residents will be working during the day with an on-site manager 
enforcing curfew during the evening and night hours.   

 
5.  Consideration of historical use patterns and recent changes:    This area has 

historically included residential and apartment housing with little change over the 
years.   

 
6. Effects on property values:  No significant negative impacts on property values 

are anticipated.  As previously mentioned, the proposal is compatible with the 
neighborhood, will not create any adverse impacts with regard to noise or traffic.   
 

COMMENTS FROM ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS 
Prior to receiving the use permit application the planning department has talked with 
several of the neighbors in the area regarding the Freedom House.  Concerns included the 
number of people staying at the house, traffic and not wanting this particular use within 
the neighborhood.  A letter from an adjacent property owner to the council dated May 2, 
2010 outlining concerns and questions on the Freedom House is attached.  The planning 
board and council cannot deny the use permit based on federal regulations.  The planning 
board and city council may add conditions to the use permit that would maintain the 
residential character of the neighborhood.     
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
The staff recommends that the planning board adopt the staff report #KCU-10-4 as findings 

of fact and recommend to the Kalispell City Council that the Conditional Use Permit be 
approved subject to the following conditions: 
 
 
1. It is suggested that Freedom House hold a neighborhood meeting to foster improved 

neighborhood relations, to increase awareness of the operations and activities of 
Freedom House and to create a forum to accept neighborhood concerns or issues in 
the future. 

 
2. The Freedom House sign shall be removed within 10 days of approval of the 

conditional use permit.   










