














A placard is currently displayed on the front of the house identifying it as the
“Freedom House”. This placard displayed at the Freedom House is in conflict
with the city’s sign ordinance. The R-4 zoning district permits signs for non-
residential uses and signs for identifying public, charitable and religious
institutions. The sign displayed at the Freedom House does not denote a
surname of the residence but contains portions of the name of the non-profit
operating the home. The applicant has requested the Freedom House be
given reasonable accommodations for their use within the neighborhood and
the use be treated as a single-family residence. In keeping with the applicants
request the planning department is recommending the sign be removed in
order to maintain the character of the residential neighborhood treating the
Freedom House as any other single-family residence. The planning board and
city council should also be aware that most other group homes permitted
within the city in the last few years have not requested nor have placed any
outside signs indicating the use of the home as a group home or other facility.

Figure 3: Existing sign on the Freedom House

3. Availability of Public Services/Facilities:

a.

Schools: This site is within the boundaries of School District #5. No impact
is anticipated with the proposed use.

Parks and Recreation: There should be no significant impact on the parks
and recreation programs and facilities as a result of this use.

Police: Police protection will be provided by the Kalispell Police Department.
No unusual impacts or needs are anticipated from the proposed use.



d. Fire Protection: Fire protection will be provided by the Kalispell Fire
Department. No unusual impacts or needs are anticipated from the proposed
use.

e. Water: City water currently serves the existing duplex. No significant impact
on water services can be anticipated as a result of this use.

f. Sewer: Sewer service is currently provided by the City of Kalispell. No
significant impacts on City sewer services can be anticipated as a result of the
proposed use.

g. Storm Water Drainage: Storm water runoff from the street and driveways is
directed south of the site to existing storm water drains.

h. Solid Waste: Solid waste pick-up is provided by the City. This project will
have no impact on current services.

i. Roads: 3rd Avenue West serves as the access road to the home. The street is
in good condition.

4. Neighborhood impacts: The group home will be located in a well-established urban
residential neighborhood. Impacts to the neighborhood should be relatively
insignificant as the residents will be working during the day with an on-site manager
enforcing curfew during the evening and night hours.

5. Consideration of historical use patterns and recent changes: This area has
historically included residential and apartment housing with little change over the
years.

6. Effects on property values: No significant negative impacts on property values

are anticipated. As previously mentioned, the proposal is compatible with the
neighborhood, will not create any adverse impacts with regard to noise or traffic.

COMMENTS FROM ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS

Prior to receiving the use permit application the planning department has talked with
several of the neighbors in the area regarding the Freedom House. Concerns included the
number of people staying at the house, traffic and not wanting this particular use within
the neighborhood. A letter from an adjacent property owner to the council dated May 2,
2010 outlining concerns and questions on the Freedom House is attached. The planning
board and council cannot deny the use permit based on federal regulations. The planning
board and city council may add conditions to the use permit that would maintain the
residential character of the neighborhood.



RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends that the planning board adopt the staff report #KCU-10-4 as findings
of fact and recommend to the Kalispell City Council that the Conditional Use Permit be
approved subject to the following conditions:

1. It is suggested that Freedom House hold a neighborhood meeting to foster improved
neighborhood relations, to increase awareness of the operations and activities of
Freedom House and to create a forum to accept neighborhood concerns or issues in
the future.

2. The Freedom House sign shall be removed within 10 days of approval of the
conditional use permit.
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AMENDED APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

PROPOSED USE: Single family use: Freedom House is asking for a waiver of the maximum number of

unrelated persons (4) that can be deemed a family” as a reasonable accommodation under the Federal
Fair Housing Act, 42 U.S.C. 3604(f)(3)(B) and grant a CUP for a maximum of 8 unrelated alcoholics and
substance abusers living together as a single housekeeping unit.

OWNER(S) OF RECORD:

Name: Comfort Living, LLC

Mailing Address: 285 Skyridge Lane

City/State/Zip:  Columbia Falls, Montana 59912 Phone: (406) 249-6177

PERSON(S) AUTHORIZED TO REPRESENT THE OWNER(S) AND TO WHOM ALL CORRESPONDENCE IS TO BE
SENT:

Name: Randall Marr, President FREEDOM HOUSE OF KALISPELL, Inc.
Mailing Address: P.0O. Box 3532
City/State/Zip:  Kalispell, Montana 59903  Phone: {406) 257-7718

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY (Refer to Property Records):

Street Address: 1128 3rd Avenue W, Kalispell, MT -Sec.No.18 Township 28N Range No. 21W
Subdivision Tract Lot Block
Name: Kalispell Addition 1 : No(s). No(s) 4 No. 146

1. Zoning District and Zoning Classification in which use is proposed:
City of Kalispell and R4
2. Attach a plan.of the affected lot which identifies the following items:

Surrounding land uses. Private residential

Dimensions and shape of lot. 50" x 142’

Topographic features of lot. Level

Size(s) and location(s) of existing buildings 1672 Sq. Foot
Size(s) and location(s) of proposed buildings. N/A

o0 T e




f.  Existing use(s) of structures and open areas. Residential
g. Proposed use(s) of structures and open areas. Residential.
h. Existing and proposed landscaping and fencing. Existing

3. On a separate sheet of paper, discuss the following topics relative to the proposed use:

a
b
c
d
e.
f
g
h

i
J-

k.

. Traffic flow and control. 10 or fewer trips per day

. Access to and circulation within the property. Front and Rear entries

. Off-street parking and loading. Two spaces in rear ( only two vehicles owned by residents)
. Refuse and service areas. Refuse cans in rear, service area, N/A

Utilities. Existing residential

. Screening and buffering. N/A
. Signs, yards and other open spaces. N/A
. Height, bulk and location of structures. Existing single family house.

Location of proposed open space uses. Existing residential
Hours and manner of operation. Existing residential
Noise, light, dust, odors, fumes and vibration. N/A

*SEE ATTACHED SUPPLEMENT TO AMENDED APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

4.

Attach supplemental information for proposed uses that have additional requirements (consult

Planner).

| hereby certify under penalty of perjury and the laws of the State of Montana that the information
submitted herein, on all other submitted forms, documents, plans or any other information submitted
as a part of this application, to be true, complete, and accurate to the best of my knowledge. Should any
information or representation submitted in connection with this application be incorrect or untrue, |
understand that any approval based thereon may be rescinded, and other appropriate action taken. The
signing of this application signifies approval for the Kalispell Planning staff to be present on the property
for routine monitoring and inspection during the approval and development process.

Q—/ﬁ M — la/o? 3/ /O

Applicant Signature Date




ADDENDUM TO AMENDED APPLICATION FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

FREEDOM HOUSE OF KALISPELL, Inc.
1128 3" Avenue, W
Kalispell, Montana 59901

We ask that the city waive the maximum number of unrelated persons (4) that can
be deemed a family as a reasonable accommodation under the Federal Fair
Housing Act, 42 U.S.C. 3604(f)(3)(B). We further request as a reasonable
accommodation that the City grant a CUP for a maximum of 8 unrelated
alcoholics and substance abusers living together as a single housekeeping unit
and that the use of 1128 3" Avenue be classified as the functional equivalent of a
family as that term is defined in the City’s zoning code.

It is necessary to waive the maximum number of four unrelated persons who may
live as a single family unit because of the following: The therapeutic value of
alcoholics and addicts sharing and supporting one another in early recovery
cannot be emphasized too strongly. One single/vital component of the success of
Alcoholics Anonymous is the concept of one alcoholic helping another and that
concept will be instilled in the Freedom House residents. There is a long and
proven history of clean and sober homes aiding in the recovery of substance
abusers in a setting and environment that is offered at the Freedom House. All
residents share rooms. Sharing is necessary so that each roommate can have
someone to talk to and monitor any behavior that might be an indication that the
roommate might be leading towards a relapse. Isolation and loneliness is the
recovering person’s greatest enemy. The value of being a part of a family or
community of persons all sharing a similar goal, that of recovery, is invaluable.
Residents share in the upkeep and maintenance of the house daily. They share
meals together and participate in weekly house meetings. These shared activities
all aid in the recovery process. Selfishness and self centeredness is one of the
root problems of addicted people. Participation in house activities which include
both on and off site recreation events require resident interaction and thus
contribute to their recovery as well.

Residents often come to Freedom House directly from treatment programs, or
living environments which are conducive to recovery. An alcoholic/addict living
alone, with a family whom he has been drinking with or around, or a single
roommate who is not in recovery are at a distinct disadvantage and at risk for a
relapse. Freedom House offers these men a clear and distinct advantage toward
early recovery. The community of Kalispell is better for having Freedom House

“available to men who might otherwise be actlve in their disease and posing a

daily risk to the community.

Respectfully Submitted, d Rand%arr President
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